SPRING NEWSLETTER

2011

STANDARDBRED RACE TRACK CHAPLAINCY OF CANADA 

Box 331,

Campbellville, ON.,

L0P 1B0

Office 905 854 6146       cell 519 942 6641 www.rtchaplaincyofcanada.com
[image: image1.jpg]



  At the time of this writing, people are wondering if winter will ever give in. Horses and trainers are beginning to return from the south, coming to cold, wet, snowy Mohawk. I’m sure the warm weather is not far away. The baby races will soon begin and we can get a glimpse of the future champions. It has been a busy winter for the chaplaincy.

CHAPLAIN’S SCHOOL AND ANNUAL MEETING. This year it was held in Georgetown Kentucky from April 5-11. It was great to meet with other chaplains and share ideas. There was excellent teaching and great motivational speakers. It was a good opportunity to represent our chaplaincy to the Race Track Chaplaincy of America. The week also included tours of the Adena Springs stallion farm owned by Frank Stronach as well as Claiborne Farms, the home of the great Secretariat. We travelled to Lexington for a private showing of “Secretariat”. His jockey in the film was our keynote speaker on the final evening of the event.
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Chaplain Ken and Karen with jockey of Secretariat

WEEKLY HOT MEALS. A hot dinner has been provided for everyone in the backstretch from 1-3 every Wednesday. This is free with members of the counsel providing and serving  the food. Everyone has worked together to make this a huge success. After a slow start, it is now gaining momentum with more attending each week.
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WEDDING. On February 5, I performed a wedding service for Shelley Chadwick and Scott Martin held at Glen Cairn golf course just north of Milton. The highlight was a four horse hitch of white horses pulling a beautiful white carriage that came and picked up the bride and groom. Unfortunately, during the service we had about a foot of snow dumped on us. In spite of that, everything went off extremely well.
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FUNERAL SERVICE. On Wednesday November 3, I performed the funeral service for David Leitch of Erin. David successfully showed Percheron horses at shows around Ontario for many years. It was an honour to perform the service and again I offer my sincere condolences to the family. It was highlighted by David’s team of Percherons pulling his show wagon taking the coffin to the final resting place driven by David’s daughter.
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Chaplain’s wives at conference
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Chaplains at conference

Devotion:   A man once had a friend who was a skilled potter.  He often went to watch him at work as he moulded the clay into various vessels.  One day he asked his friend how he determined what he was going to make.  

        The potter said he had discovered that when he was rested, he tended to make beautiful things, but when he was tired, he made more ordinary vessels for menial uses.  As the potter reflected on this, he concluded that when he was relaxed, he had both the ability to focus and the patience to make something beautiful.  Oftentimes the process of making a perfect object involved crushing an almost completed vase or bowl back into a lump so that he might start over.  Beautiful objects also required that he be much more careful at each stage. When he was tired, by contrast, he was less able to focus, less patient, and thus more apt to make mistakes and more likely to resort to making items that did not demand such precision. 

        So it is with our lives.  Building character takes focus and patience, with attention to detail and an ability to be consistent over time.  While God is ultimately our Potter, we also play the role of potter in forming our own character.  The more stressed we are, the less likely we are to create a character of beauty.  Remember, reputation is made in a moment:  character is built in a lifetime.*

 

Scripture: My righteousness I hold fast, and will not let it go; my heart shall not reproach me so long as I live. Job 27:6
 

Smile Time:  Dwight Nelson recently told a true story about the pastor of his church.  He had a kitten that climbed up a tree in his backyard and then was afraid to come down.  The pastor coaxed, offered warm milk, etc. The kitten would not come down. 

        The tree was not sturdy enough to climb, so the pastor decided that if he tied a rope to his car and pulled it until the tree bent down, he could then reach up and get the kitten. That's what he did, all the while checking his progress in the car.  He figured if he went just a little bit farther, the tree would be bent sufficiently for him to reach the kitten. But as he moved the car a little farther forward, the rope broke. 

        The tree went "boing!"  and the kitten instantly sailed through the air -- out of sight. 

        The pastor felt terrible.  He walked all over the neighbourhood asking people if they'd seen a little kitten.  No, nobody had seen a stray kitten. So he prayed, "Lord, I just commit this kitten to your keeping," and went on about his business. 

        A few days later he was at the grocery store and met one of his church members.  He happened to look into her shopping cart and was amazed to see cat food.  This woman was a cat hater and everyone knew it, so he asked her, "Why are you buying cat food when you hate cats so much?"

        She replied, "You won't believe this," and then told him how her little girl had been begging her for a cat, but she kept refusing.  Then, a few days before, the child had begged again, so the Mom finally told her little girl, "Well, if God gives you a cat, I'll let you keep it."  She told the pastor, " I watched my child go out in the yard, get on her knees, and ask God for a cat.  And, really, Pastor, you won't believe this, but I saw it with my own eyes.  A kitten suddenly came flying out of the blue sky, with its paws outspread, and landed right in front of her!"

      Never underestimate the Power of God and His unique sense of humour. 
    Remember, anyone can count the seeds in an apple, but only God can count the apples in a seed.*    

 Scripture: "...but with God all things are possible." Matthew 19:26 NKJV
FINANCIAL SUPPORT. We are supported by the generous donations of those who believe in this vital ministry. I thank all of you who have contributed to the success of this ministry.
